
 

 

    

 

The Ben Avon  
Holiday House Tour 

 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th  2013 

TOUR 10 am-4 pm, CANDLELIGHT TOUR 6 pm-9 pm. 
 

SPONSORED BY: Kathy Hall & Betsy Wotherspoon of Prudential Preferred Realty; 
Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. and Connolly, Steele & Company, P.C. 

 
 

PROCEEDS BENEFIT AVON CLUB FOUNDATION.  
 

www.benavon.org/avonclub  



 
 

 

 

 

Call for Homes! 

Is your home unusual, historic or beautifully renovated? 

Would you be interested in supporting our fundraising 

efforts by featuring your home on our 2015 Holiday 

House Tour? We are interested in homes in Ben Avon 

and Ben Avon Heights. Please fill out the following form 

and give it to any front door Docent or Avon Club 

Member. 

Thank you so much and Happy Holidays! 

          

The 2015 Holiday House Tour will be held on Saturday, 

December 5, 2015. 

Name:         

Address:         

         

Phone #:         

E-Mail:         

 



 

 

 

Ben Avon Holiday House Tour 
Committee: 

 
 

Chairwomen ...............................Chris Cieslak & Tina 

Francis 

Assistant Treasurer ....................Erin Nordmann 

Docents .........................................Diane Lichauer 

Gourmet Goodies  ......................Beth Schmidt & Sydney 

Hardiman 

Luminaries, Signs & 
Street Decorations ......................Libby Larsen & Barb 

Zerbee 

Program ........................................Jennifer Bett  

Publicity .......................................Chris Cieslak 

Tickets ..........................................Lisa Cole 

Transportation ............................Susan Geist   

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Avon Club welcomes you to the 2013 Ben Avon Holiday House Tour.   
  
Our tour features five beautiful homes as well as the Community 
Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon that showcase magnificent artwork 
and preservation efforts.    
 
This year’s House Tour showcases a variety of homes, including several 
American Four squares popular at the turn of the 20th century; a Colonial 
Williamsburg reproduction home; and a newer, sustainably renovated 
home. 
 
Our goal today is to show you that holiday spirit and sustainability comes 
in many forms.  Whether you leave our neighborhood with inspiration to 
decorate, ideas to renovate or some gourmet goodies, we hope you are 
filled with warm feelings going into this holiday season.   
  
Thank you for supporting Avon Club Foundation’s fundraiser.  All 
proceeds from our tour go to local non-profit charities and community 
groups.  We thank you for your support this season and it is our sincere 
wish that you and your family have a safe and wonderful holiday. 
  
In order to help with our recycling efforts, we request that you leave any 
unwanted programs in the designated baskets as you leave the tour. 
 
 
Committee Chairwomen  Avon Club President 
  Chris Cieslak     Bonnie Nicklas 
  Tina Francis



 
 

Street and Road Map of Ben Avon Borough 
 

 Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon, 
7501 Church Avenue,  
Parking, Ticket Sales, Tour & Shuttle Pick up & Drop off 

   124 Irwin Avenue, Ben Avon 

   251 Dickson Avenue, Ben Avon 

   6 Oxford Drive, Ben Avon Heights 

   11 Oxford Drive, Ben Avon Heights 

    22 Clovelly Road, Ben Avon Heights 
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For the latest happenings  
in the Avonworth community, please visit 

 
www.ohiotwp.org 

 

www.emsworthborough.com 
 

www.benavonheightsborough.com 

 

www.kilbucktownship.org 

 

www.benavon.com



 

 

Muralogy (Artwork) 

Mr. & Mrs. Angela & Ricardo Neira 

Ohio Township Police Department 

Pittsburgh Post Gazette 

Pittsburgh Transportation Group 

Prudential Preferred Realty 

Reilly’s Summer Seat Farm & Garden Center 

Mrs. Sandra Stauffer 

Sherrard, German & Kelly, P.C. 

Mr. & Mrs. Susan & Jim Thornton 

Tru Food 

All of our Docents and Musicians 
 
We extend our sincere apologies to anyone who may 
have been inadvertently omitted from this list. 

 

 



 
   

7501 Church Avenue 
 

The church building was constructed in 1911 and was known as the Ben 
Avon Presbyterian Church.   In the same community within walking 
distant was the Woodland Presbyterian Church.  The two churches 
merged in 1987 and the Woodland building was used as the Program & 
Administration Center for the merged churches.      

At the hands of an arsonist, the Woodland Church building was 
destroyed during the filming of the movie, Lorenzo’s Oil in 1991.  Work 
began immediately on the insurance claim and was used to expand and 
renovate the Ben Avon church building to meet the needs of the growing 
congregation.  2012 commemorated the church’s 25th anniversary of the 
consolidation of those congregations forming what is known today as 
The Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon.  

The Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon would like to extend 
a “Warm Welcome” to those attending the Ben Avon House Tour during 
the day.  We are offering: 

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Avon Club expresses its appreciation and gratitude to 
our homeowners and their families. We would also 
like to thank many others who so generously 
contributed to the Ben Avon Holiday House Tour.  
We encourage you to support these patrons with your 
business.   Special recognition goes to: 
 

Mr. Brian Bennett 

Ben Avon Borough 

Ben Avon Heights Borough 

Mr. & Mrs. Ginger & Doug Brosius 

Café Notte 

Choice Chiropractic & Wellness Center, P.C. 

Community Presbyterian Church of Ben Avon 

Community Theatre Players 

Connolly Steele & Company, P. C. 

Patrick Connolly (Photography) 

Mr. Corky Croft & Ms. Hannah Croft 

Dr. Dahar Orthodontics 

Diamond Landscaping 

Mr. & Mrs. Susan & Scott Dismukes 

The Fire Escape 

Fred’s Signs 

Mr. & Mrs. Lisa & Paul Giusti 

Goodrich and Geist 

In-Sewickley Magazine 

Kicher Duplicating Service 



 

 

 

 The Church building will be open from 10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 Parking lot available for parking and/or car pooling.  Located at 

corner of Church Avenue and Rostraver.  Parking lot on Rostraver 
to the left.  

 Use of comfort facilities from 10:00 a.m. – 9:00 p.m. 
 Open house, serving beverages and snacks 
 Tours of the church 
 Organ and Piano recitals throughout the day performed by: 

Barbara McKelway Thomas Jackson 
Ethan LaPlaca  Cherry Zeng 

 Elegant “church bazaar” event from 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 
 Community Theatre Players’ dramatic reading adaptation of          

A Christmas Carol to be read at 4:30 pm. 
 

 
A shuttle will be available at the Church stop 

(CPCBA) to take you the rest of the tour.  Please 
refer to the map at the beginning of the program 

 
 



About Avon Club 
 

Avon Club is a civic and social group for women who live or work in 
the Avonworth School District.  Avonworth School District is 
comprised of the Boroughs of Ben Avon, Ben Avon Heights and 
Emsworth as well as Ohio and Kilbuck Townships. 
 
The club’s purpose is two-fold: fundraising so that the Avon Club 
Foundation, a non-profit public charity, may continue to support local 
charities, organizations and community projects and having fun while 
getting to know your neighbors.  Most of our active members, over 100 
women, are volunteering to work here today and have been working 
behind the scenes for months. 
 
You may have enjoyed watching our flowerbed flourish along Ohio 
River Boulevard.  Perhaps your family has spent time at our Fall 
Festival along Church Avenue (held for the past 32 years and counting), 
or maybe your daughter has applied for a scholarship from our annual 
scholarship fund.  These projects exist because Avon Club members 
volunteer their time and expertise. 
 
By attending our tour today you are assisting Avon Club Foundation as 
it strives to touch many lives for the better.  Avon Club Foundation has 
given away tens of thousands of dollars during its existence of over 
sixty-five years.  Samples of our beneficiaries include: 
 
 

Avonworth Schools 
Ben Avon Area Historical 
Association 
Bartko Foundation  
Boy Scouts 
Meals on Wheels  
  

North Boroughs YMCA 
North Hills Community 
Outreach 
Women’s Center & Shelter of 
Pittsburgh 
Wooden Ladder Preschool 
HEARTH

  
Avon Club meets the first Thursday of the month during the school year 
at 7:00 p.m. at the Ben Avon Borough Hall (no meeting in January).  
Meetings include business discussion and a program with a guest 
speaker.  Dues are $25.00 per year.  If you are interested in making new 
friends and volunteering for our community, we want to have you in 
our club.  To learn more, contact us at membership@benavon.org.  
 
 

 

 

solar energy use also generates a renewable energy credit which is 
then sold to electric power producers to help them meet their 
renewable energy requirements. There are ceiling fans in each 
bedroom and the family room.  A timed hot water recirculator on the 
kitchen faucet helps to deliver hot water quickly without wasting 
cold water. The kitchen and bathroom cabinets are made locally (in 
Pennsylvania) from sustainably harvested wood, and the bathroom 
countertops are made in Bridgeville. The kitchen floor is linoleum, a 
natural product made from linseed oil and the powder room floor is 
cork. A high efficiency wood burning stove with soapstone surround 
was installed in the family room, the heat radiating off the stone long 
after the fire is out. 

When the owners purchased the home in 1991, their intention was to 
renovate and move in 5 years. But after realizing what a great 
neighborhood it is and the close proximity to downtown, they stayed. 
The recent renovation was also designed for living on one floor if 
need be as they age.  The owners hope you’ll love the house as much 
as they do. 

 
 

 

 
 

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE TO GO HOME WITH A WONDERFUL 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR YOUR FAMILY…OR YOURSELF! 

GOURMET GOODIES & 

THE FIRE ESCAPE HOT CHOCOLATE AVAILABLE  

AT HOME #2, 251 DICKSON AVENUE 



 

 

Home Five 

22 Clovelly Road 
 
Season’s Greetings to you as you enter 22 Clovelly Road, owned by 
Scott & Susan Dismukes. The house began as a contemporary split 
level built in 1960 for Ralph and Jane Siegel Rose, designed by 
Grove, Shafer and Associates. In 1978, a large in ground pool was 
built in the back yard by the 5th owners. The 6th and present owners 
lived in the house for 20 years, then did a renovation project with an 
addition that includes a basement where the pool existed and a 
garage where there was a family room. Gerald Lee Morosco 
Architects designed this renovation that changed the decor to Arts 
and Crafts. All of the woodwork has been changed, the kitchen was 
remodeled, removing a wall, installing a new support beam and 
creating an open floor plan by contractor Justin Cale. 

A guiding principle for the renovation was sustainability. During the 
renovation, much of the old wood, indoor and outdoor light fixtures, 
fans, and kitchen and bathroom cabinets were donated to 
Construction Junction for reuse. Insulation was installed in all 
outside existing walls where none previously existed and extra R 
value was used in the new part of the house. A new roof and roofline 
was designed and installed for maximum use of solar panels to 
supplement electricity needs. There are 27 photovoltaic panels on the 
roof with the potential to produce 7kwh.  Each recorded megawatt of 

 

  

 
To receive an application for your organization’s spring funding 
request from the Avon Club Foundation, go to the Avon Club website, 
avonclub.benavon.org and print out an application. Submission 
instructions can also be found there. The funding request deadline is 
February 15, 2014.  

MISSION 
To serve our community and to increase resources to meet our goals. 

GOALS 
Education: To enhance the educational experience of children 
within the community from preschool through high school and beyond. 
 
Recreation:  To support improvements to community parks and extra-
curricular activities for children. 
 
Environment:  To beautify our community and to preserve and 
showcase its history. 
 
Social Responsibility:  To help those most in need by granting funds to 
charitable organizations within our community and the Pittsburgh 
regions. 

VISION 
To make our community the best place to live, work, learn and play in 
the Pittsburgh region. 

In commemoration on this day  
of those who served:



 

  

Home One 

124 Irwin Ave. 
 

James and Susan Thornton welcome you to their home located at 124 
Irwin Avenue, Ben Avon. It was originally constructed in 1909 for John 
James Baskin who owned the property until 1918 when it was sold to 
Edward C. McCabe.  Mr. Baskin, a buyer for Hornes Department store, 
purchased the lot for $2750 in 1908.  
 
The house was designed by architect Paul W Irwin of Avalon, PA. Mr. 
Irwin designed the house as a foursquare based on the Colonial Revival 
style. Foursquare style has an interior plan dividing each of the two main 
floors into four room areas including a first floor entry hall. Colonial 
Revival features include the house's shape, hipped roof and its 
nine‐over‐one windows and leaded glass. The original cost to build the 
home was $11,000. 
 
In 2011, the kitchen was renovated. Cherry cabinets, poured concrete 
countertops and stone floorings were added. The new kitchen was 
designed by architects Bruce and Gretchen Hall of Barlett Design. 
All stained glass windows, fireplace architecture and hardwood flooring 
are original to the home. 
 

 

 



 

 

   
 
 
 
 

 

  

 

The Thornton Family has delighted in living in this home for the past 12 
years and in this community for the past 24, combining the warmth of the 
past with the comforts of modern day.  Please enjoy your tour! 

Home One sponsored by the Giusti Family 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

DON’T MISS YOUR CHANCE TO GO HOME WITH A WONDERFUL 

CHRISTMAS PRESENT FOR YOUR FAMILY…OR YOURSELF! 

GOURMET GOODIES & THE FIRE ESCAPE  

HOT CHOCOLATE AVAILABLE AT HOME #2 

   



 

  

 
Home Two 

 
251 Dickson Avenue 

 
Located on an idyllic corner in Ben Avon, 251 Dickson Avenue was 
built by the Reineke Family in 1908. Typical for the time period and 
area, the house was built in the Craftsman style and is a modified or 
expanded four-square design, distinguished by the square shape of 
the house and the placement of the four primary rooms on the first 
and second floors in each of the four quadrants.  The Reinekes 
owned a millinery (hat making) store on Beaver Avenue in 
Manchester. The family also built the Dickson Avenue Apartment 
building next door, as well as the home neighboring 251 Dickson at 
7009 Church Avenue for one of their daughters.  

The Reineke Family sold 251 Dickson Avenue in 1946 and the home 
had two owners prior to Lou and Jody Redman's purchase of the 
home in 1956. The Redman Family, which included four children, 
was proud to call 251 Dickson their home for over 50 years. While 
preserving many of the original features of the house, during the 
Redman family ownership, the home's mechanical systems were 
upgraded, bathroom and kitchen renovations were completed and the 
back porch was enclosed to form a three seasons room.  Lou Redman 
was known throughout the community as an avid toy train collector 

 

 

bay was added to the garage. There are three varieties of boxwood 
bushes on the property. They are Wintergreen at the front of the 
house, Green Velvet at the back of the house and Dwarf English in 
the formal English garden. All told, approximately 4500 boxwood 
bushes were planted throughout the property. 

Please enjoy this reminiscent stroll of a bygone era.  Merry 
Christmas to all! 

 
 

Home Four sponsored by the Choice 
Chiropractic & Wellness Center, P.C. 

 



 

 

Home Four 

11 Oxford Road 
 
The home of Corky Croft was built in 1993 for Harold and Cherie 
Little as a reproduction of the Wythe Home in Williamsburg, 
Virginia by Don Horn who builds Williamsburg reproduction homes. 
The George Wythe House on Williamsburg’s Palace Green belonged 
to George Wythe (pronounced “with”), a leader of the patriot 
movement in Virginia, a delegate to the Continental Congress, and 
Virginia’s first signer of the Declaration of Independence.  The 
newer home at 11 Oxford Road has many of the features of a 
Georgian home including the symmetrical façade, the decorative 
crown over the front door, small paned windows, and the dentil 
molding under the eaves. The brick wall and gates in front of the 
home were commissioned by the Croft’s and are exact reproductions 
of those that surround the Bruton Parish Church, also in Colonial 
Williamsburg.  

The interior and exterior trim work, hardwood floors, handmade 
brick and fireplaces are all exact reproductions of the original Wythe 
Home. Even though the house is relatively new, the old look offers a 
feeling of warmth to the home. The English garden at the back of the 
house was put in by the current owner and is the exact layout of the 
English garden from the Powell House in Williamsburg. 

The entire property was landscaped by the Croft’s. Thirty two tri-
axels of fill were brought in to level out the back yard and a third car 

 

 

and would fill the first floor of the home with train platforms and 
several working trains during the holidays. 

It was love at first sight when Doug and Ginger saw the home while 
driving through Ben Avon one day. The couple bought the house in 
2009 from the Redman family and has made several major 
renovations to the home since then, while also focusing on 
restoration work in order to preserve and showcase the original 
design features. The remodels began in 2010 with the conversion of 
a second floor bedroom to a full bathroom with laundry and the 
creation of a master suite with a walk in closet. A kitchen renovation 
in 2012 combined the original kitchen and butler's pantry, and the 
conversion of the enclosed back porch into an integrated mud room.  

An addition, which houses a breakfast room and powder room, was 
completed this summer. Interesting features to note as you tour the 
home include two original stained glass windows, ornate fireplaces 
throughout, the decorative ceilings on the first floor, and the faux 
wood grain painted trim on the second floor. There are also some 
visible remnants of the home's original era, such as the servants' call 
bell and staircase and the exposed cutoffs from the home's original 
gas lights. Doug and Ginger hope you enjoy their home's historic 
qualities and appreciate their attempt to integrate the newer spaces 
with the old.  

 
 

“Gourmet Goodies” and The Fire Escape Hot 
Chocolate are on sale here at Home #2. 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christmas In the Country  
 at Reilly’s Summer Seat Farm 
 
A visit with Santa. 
Roast some marshmallows. 
Take a wagon ride with Santa 
Feed our farm animals.  
Striking hand painted tree ornaments  make a 
thoughtful gift. 
Find the perfect Christmas tree. 
reillyssummerseatfarm.com                                                        



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

& the Tsudis Family are  
proud to support the Avon Club 

 

 

Ben Avon Heights Centennial  

The Borough of Ben Avon Heights was developed in three stages.  
Eighty three acres were purchased by Walter P. Fraser in 1910 from 
the Taylor Family. In 1911, he turned the land into 81 building lots 
and a golf course. By 1913, the 1911 Plan, plus the land around the 
Taylor homestead, was incorporated as the Borough of Ben Avon 
Heights. 

The second stage began in 1926 when the golf course was divided 
into 33 additional lots along Oxford and Stratford Roads, and on the 
east side of Banbury Lane. 

The third stage began in the late 1920s when John I. Thompson 
bought farm land to the west of the Borough from the Wilson family 
and others.  The land was subdivided into what became 22 large 
building lots along Wilson Drive and Devon Lane. The Thompson 
plan was annexed by the Borough in 1936. 

This year marks the 100th anniversary of the Borough of Ben Avon 
Heights. Please take pleasure touring the next three homes located in 
this centennial neighborhood. 



 

 

Home Three 

6 Oxford Road 
  
6 Oxford Road was built in 1936. It can be described as a diminutive 
Norman Gothic or Tudor with the steep pitched roof and the front 
door built into a tower. It was built with Indiana limestone from the 
same quarry that provided stone for University of Pittsburgh’s 
Cathedral of Learning. 

The roof is slate and original to the house which was built for 
Gebhard and Mildred Stegman who owned the house until 1957.  
Between 1957 and 2006 there were four owners.  The Neira’s 
purchased the house in the summer of 2006. After the Neira’s moved 
in, the original hardwood floors were uncovered as well as decades 
of wallpaper removed.  The Pergola in the backyard was added after 
the back porch collapsed in a large snow storm.  In the summertime, 
white lace vine covers the pergola. 

The kitchen remodel was recently completed with white marble floor 
and counter tops.  The space was opened up and designed with an 
understated color palate with pattern and texture as the main design 
element. 

 

 

Upon entering the home, you will see an eclectic mix of art and 
furniture.  The Neira’s are avid collectors of South American folkart 
which will be described by the docents during your tour. 

The house is next door to the original club house for the first golf 
course in the area and across from the one of the oldest houses in the 
neighborhood , 9 Oxford Road  - rebuilt in 1902 after a fire - as part 
of the Taylor farmstead that eventually developed into Ben Avon 
Heights. 

 May joyous holiday tidings be yours as you enjoy the rest of the 
2013 Avon Club Holiday House Tour. 

 

 
Home Three sponsored by the Giusti Family. 

 
 

 

 
 
 


